Holy Family Parish

Dear Father Conrad,

Why does our all-loving and compassionate
God not intervene when bad things happen to
good people? ...A Questioning Parishioner

Dear Questioning,

Permit me to begin by responding: Bad things
happen to good people so that good can come to
bad people.

For this answer to make
what happened to the best Person Who ever
walked the earth. If we go to the five Sorrowful
Mysteries and think about the Passion of our Lord,
we realize that the Person Who suffered all this
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was the Person Who least deserved any of it. The

Second Person of the Blessed Trinity—the Son of
God—went through all of this so that good could

come to every person.

Sat. Dec.12 | 4:00 PM Zip Roy

Sun. Dec. 13 | 8:00 AM Eileen Gosselin

Sun. Dec. 13 | 10:15 AM | Julia Salach

Sun. Dec. 13 NO 6 PM MASS

Mon. | Dec.14 | 9:00 AM People of the Parish
Tue. Dec. 15 | 9:00 AM Special Intention

Wed. | Dec.16 | 9:00 AM Eugene Kipper

Thu. Dec. 17 | 9:00 AM, Rev. Thomas J. Buckley
senise, let’ s reflect
Fri. Dec. 18 | 9:00 AM Charles Bibaud

Sat. Dec.19 | 9:00 AM Carla Cocoran

Sat. Dec.19 | 4:00 PM Robert Gonthier

Sun. Dec. 20 | 8:00 AM Donald Madden

Sun. Dec. 20 | 10:15 AM | Helen Ebacher

Families who request a Memorial Mass are welcomed to
bring up the gifts. Please identify yourself to the ushers.

He went through it so that good things could
happen to bad people.

Now please don’'t mi sunder
that anyone is permitted to kill or maim or steal
and enjoy the fruits of their sins. Rather, we are all
sinners, and no true and lasting good could ever
come to us without Chri
sins. The good thing that can happen to bad
people is that they can be redeemed—forgiven of
their sins, and through repentance and the

st

Please remember in prayer the departed especially

Henry “Spoff” Brown.

Please remember in prayer those who are ill or
Sr%coa/erqirbg;.especialll}/ An.ﬁycl))%\l\lilqe, Fr'rH%r%{dn

Johnson, Agnes David, Lillian Sanborn, Fr. Paul

Marut, OFM Conv., Chris Lambias, Carlos Inacio,

John Clark, Cynthia Phillips Croteau, and Jay

La\s/a"eyétonement f or our
Christmas Mass Schedule:
**Christmas Pageant with Children will begin at 3:55

PM on Christmas Eve in the Upper Church

sacraments, have eternal life.

This interplay between bad and good, sacrifice and
redemption, is called the Economy of Salvation.
And an awesome part of this is that we can

contribute to it when bad things happen to us. We

can offer up our sufferin
suffering on the Cross, and ask God to let those ills

and frustrations and hurts be transformed into

grace that will help bring good to other sinners in

need of repentance and redemption. That is why

bad things happen to good people, even now.

(And if it is not the reason, it is at least a means of

bringing good from bad.)

Peace and Blessings,
Father Conrad

Thursday December 24 | 3:55 PM** | Upper
Thursday December 24 | 4:00 PM Lower
Thursday December 24 | 6:00 PM Upper
Thursday December 24 | 9:00 PM Upper
Friday December 25 | 10:00 AM Upper
gs, uni t n to Jesus’

r\

J&\

Children’s Christmas Pageant, December 24, 3:55
PM in the upper church — Children are invited to
participate in the Christmas Pageant. Practices will
be held: Saturday, December 19 at 10:00am,

Monday, December 21 at 5:00pm and
Wednesday, December 23 at 5:00pm. Sign up by
emailing the Religious Education Office:

religioused@hfamesbury.com. Be sure to include
your child’s hoalmed, phorger a d e
number.
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Celebrants for December 19/20, 2009
4:00 PM Father Fritz Cerullo
8:00 AM Father Conrad
10:15 AM Father Conrad

The tithe for Dec.19/20 will be shared with the
Pettengill House, Salisbury and

HFP Youth Ministry
Celebrants for December 24/25, 2009

3:55 PM Upper Father Conrad
4 Lower Father Fritz Cerullo
6 Upper Father Vincent Daily
9 Upper Father Conrad
10 AM 12/25 Father Vincent Daily

December 5/6, 2009
Envelopes used 218 $5,760.50
Loose money $1,543.66
Mailed/dropped off $1,087.00
Total Offertory $8,391.16

St. Vincent de Paul TREE OF LIGHTS

St. Vincent de Paul Society

W will sponsor their annual Tree of

4 Light Program. The cards are

TR available at the back of the church

' at the end of Mass on December

12/13. After December 13" they will be available

at the Parish Office. Usual donation per card is $3.

Checks will be accepted made payable to St.

Vincent de Paul Society. The Christmas Tree on the

Sparhawk side of the church will shine in honor of

or in memory of your loved ones during this holy
season.

Christmas Flower Offering must be returned by
December 14 (Monday) to appear in the bulletin
for December 19, 2009. Please print clearly. You
may drop the envelope into the collection basket,
at the office or mail it to the office.

Parents of Pre-Schoolers
Check out thé'Church Bags" in the basket at
the back of the church for your child's uyse
during Mass. Please return the contents (except
used coloring sheets) to tbag at the end of

Massand return bags tihe baske

This Week at Holy Family:

Sunday, December 13

3:00 PM Advent Penance Service- Upper Church
7:00 PM RCIA- Parish Office- CR

Monday, December 14

7:00 PM Knights of Columbus- Side Hall

7:00 PM Charismatic Prayer Meeting- Lower Ch.
Tuesday, December 15

6:30 PM ‘ Adoration & Benediction- Lower Ch.
Wednesday, December 16

7:00 PM ‘ Choir Rehearsal- Upper Church
Thursday, December 17

6:30 PM Schola- Upper Church

6:30 PM Bereavement Support Group- Conf. Rm.
7:00 PM Divorced Catholics- Parish Office
Friday, December 18

7:00 PM Theology On Tap Christmas Social- Hall
Saturday, December 19

9:30 AM Confessions- Lower Church

2:00 PM Schola Rehearsal- Side Hall

Sunday, December 20

7:00 PM RCIA- Parish Office- CR

Blue Christmas Prayer Service,
Sunday, December 27,

4:00pm in the Upper Church
There are times when we
get into the celebration like others seem to be able due
to loss of a family member or friend, broken
relationships, divorce, loss of employment, being in a
new environment or isolation. Come and join in a time
of prayer that acknowl ec
those who mourn, for those who struggle and that
God’s word comes t o Ysuhie
welcome to invite family and friends to join you. Light
refreshments will be served in the side hall following

hurt

the prayer service.

Address for Military Personnel - |

Send Christmas Greetings

William Dionne E
286 CSSB :

APO AE 09355 [ % §

Change in Mass Schedule

There is no longer a 6:00 PM Mass on Sunday
evenings. We hope to see you at 4:00 PM on Saturday,

8:00 AM or 10:15 AM on Sunday.




Holy Family Parish
Religious Education:

Classes this weekend

Gr. K & 1 Sun., Dec. 13, 9:00-10:00AM, Main Hall
Gr. 2 & 3 Sun., Dec. 13, 9:00-10:00AM, School
Gr. 4 Sun., Dec. 13, 9:00-10:00AM, Parish Office

Next class;

Gr. K & 1 Sun., Dec. 20, 9:00-10:00AM, Main Hall
Gr. 2 & 3 Sun., January 3, 2010 9:00-10:00AM,
School

Gr. 4 Sun., Dec. 20, 9:00-10:00AM, Parish Office
Gr.5,6, 7, 8 Wed. Dec. 9 —6:00-7:15PM

Next class for Gr. 5, 6, 7 & 8 - Wednesday, Dec. 16,
6:00-7:00PM, School

Confirmation 1 —Sunday, December 13",
10:15AM-1:00PM,

All students are to arrive at St. Joseph Church for
the 10:15AM Mass; class will follow immediately
after in the Main Hall.

Confirmation 2 —Sunday, January 10, 2010,
10:15AM-1:00PM,

All students are to arrive at St. Joseph Church for
the 10:15AM Mass; class will follow immediately
after in the Main Hall.
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Advent Penance Service

This Sunday afternoon, December 13 at 3
o’clock, Holy Family

Parish will host an

COMMUNAL

o
Service in our upper VIR

church. Priests from R_ECONCIL]ATIOQJ

Newburyport and

Advent Penance

Merrimac will also be

joining us for this special annual event. If you
have not been to confession for awhile (or
even if you have), this is a golden opportunity

to prepare spiritually for Christmas.

‘ Theology on Tap Christmas Social
with Yankee Swap- Friday,
December 18, 2009 at7:00
PM in the Parish Hall. Please
join us. Yankee Swap Iltem
should be $10 Value. Call
Chris for questions
978-388-0330.

Don’t Miss This!

Our Christmas Pageant will be
presented by the children and
youth of our parish 3:55 PM on
December 24™ in the Upper Church. Please
make sure you arrive for Mass early enough
to not miss their Living Nativity.

Why a pink candle
to mark the third Sunday of Advent?

In the four weeks of Advent the third Sunday
came to be a time
of rejoicing that the
fasting was almost
over (in some
traditions it is called
Gaudete Sunday,
from the Latin word
for "rejoice"). The
shift from the purple of the Season to pink or
rose for the third Sunday Advent candles
reflected this lessening emphasis on penitence
as attention turned more to celebration of the
season.

Marriage Retreats
Rediscover a Loving Marriage with a Routrouville
weekend. January 15-17, 2010 and April 16-18,
2010. For more information call 1-800470-2230 or
visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com .

Many folks want to serve God,
but only as an advisor.



http://www.helpourmarriage.com/
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