Holy Family Parish

Dearly Beloved of the Parish Family,
HAPPY FEAST DAY!

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family--
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. ..The Church sets aside
the Sunday after Christmas for this beautiful
celebration. The connection is easy to understand.
The Incarnation means God took on a human body.
But there is much more to it than that. In Jesus,
God unites Himself to our entire human nature,
experiencing, as we do, life’s share of peaks and
valleys.

Even before Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph
experienced their share of challenges. The first
Christmas was anything but cozy. A young woman,
soon to give birth, rides 75 miles on a donkey over
bumpy, dusty roads so that she can have her baby
in a stable full of dirty, smelly animals. Quickly
after the birth, they have to flee for their lives,
seeking asylum in a foreign land. ..A few years
later, the young adolescent Son is missing for
several days. Joseph is a saint; Mary is without sin;
Jesus is God Incarnate. Yet there are many
difficulties and tense moments. Welcome to real
family life.

When the Divine Word became flesh, God elevated
and sanctified the dignity of the human body. In
entering into family life, Jesus does the same here.
The family, up until that time, was naturally good,
but Jesus made the family an instrument of
holiness! The Feast of the Holy Family reminds us,
as Vatican Il teaches, that all human beings are
called to holiness. The nitty-gritty of family life, if
approached right, can be a road to profound
personal transformation and communion with
God.

Think about it. The Creator of the universe spent
most of His human life working as a carpenter with
His dad. Mary, the holiest of creatures, spent
much of her time changing diapers, cooking, and
cleaning. So the secret to holiness is not doing
extraordinary things, but doing ordinary things
with  extraordinary love and  gratitude,
understanding and forgiveness. We become holy,
not despite the hustle and bustle of family life, but
in and through it. ...May the Holy Family always be
our inspiration and our guide.

Peace and Blessings,

Father Conrad
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Mass Schedule

Tue. Dec.29 | 9:00 AM Patrick Lambert

Wed. | Dec.30 | 9:00 AM Nicol & Roy Families

Thu. Dec.31 | 4:00 PM Vigil Mass Holy Day-
BVM Mother of God

Fri Jan. 1 9:00 AM Holy Day Mass
BVM Mother of God

Sat. Jan. 2 9:00 AM Lucy Demasi

Sat. Jan. 2 4:00 PM Daniel Cote

Sun. Jan 3 8:00 AM People of the Parish

Sun. Jan.3 10:15 AM | Deceased Benefactors of
Holy Family Parish

Families who request a Memorial Mass are welcomed to
bring up the gifts. Please identify yourself to the ushers.

Please remember in prayer those who are ill or
recovering; especially Andy DeWilde, Fr. Harold
Johnson, Agnes David, Lillian Sanborn, Fr. Paul
Marut, OFM Conv., Carlos Inacio, John Clark, Chris
Lambias and Cynthia Phillips Croteau

During this Christmas
season, we hold in prayer
those who are serving our
country:

Samuel Cote - Marines
Charles Dennehy - Army

Earl Day - Marines

Joseph Day - Marines

William Dionne- (unknown branch)
Timothy Frasier - Marines

Eric Gleason - Marines

Andrew Grady - Army

Alex Kelly — Marines

Katie Kelly - Navy

Ricky Kelly - Army

The Staff of  Holy Family
Parish wishes you and your
loved ones a Happy, Healthy
and Holy New Y ear.
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Offertory: December 19/20, 2009

Envelopes used Figures not available

Loose money due to early Holiday

Mailed/dropped off Publication of the

Total Offertory Bulletin
Celebrants for January 2/3, 2009

4:00 PM Father Conrad

8:00 AM Father Conrad

10:15 AM Father Conrad

Mass schedule for New Years Holy Day

4:00 PM (12/31) Father Conrad

9:00 AM (1/1) Father Conrad

THERE IS NO 7 PM MASS | THERE IS NO 7 PM MASS

Years at 12 Noon on Thursday,
December 31, 2009 and will reopen
on Monday January 4, 2010 at 9:00
AM.

Arise Celebration Dinner
Ak - January 10
7N 1=  Each of the Arise Groups
of Season 3 will gather in the Main Hall
on Sunday, January 10t at 3 PM for a
collective celebration. There will be a
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Christmas Flowers (additional)

BLANCHARD & BARTLETT
FAMILIES/Claire & Frank A. Bartlett
DONALD NOON/ D. Noon Family
MY HUSBAND, FRANK/ Pat Gorrell
THOMAS W. MOORE & THERESA MOORE
D'AMORA /Nancy Moore
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This Week at Holy Family:

Sunday, December 27

4:00 PM Blue Christmas Prayer Service- Upper

Church

Monday, December 28

7:00 PM Knights of Columbus- Side Hall

7:00 PM Charismatic Prayer Meeting- Lower Ch.
Tuesday, December 29

6:30 PM Schola Rehearsal- Upper Church

6:30 PM Adoration & Benediction- Lower Ch.

Thursday, December 31

12 Noon | Parish Office Closes for New Year

Friday, January 1- Holy Day

| New Year 2010- Office Closed

Saturday, January 2

9:30 AM Confessions- lower church

9:30 AM Adoration until Noon- lower church
2:00 PM Schola Rehearsal- Side Hall
Sunday, January 3

8:30 AM Baptism Prep Class- lower church
7:00 PM RCIA- Parish Office- CR
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Blue Christmas Prayer Service,
Sunday, December 27,

4:00pm in the Upper Church
There are times when we hurt at Christmas
and can’t get into the celebration like others
seem to be able due to loss of a family
member or friend, broken relationships,
divorce, loss of employment, being in a new
environment or isolation. Come and join in a
time of prayer that acknowledges that God’s
presence is for those who mourn, for those
who struggle and that God’s word comes to
shine into our darkness. You are welcome to
invite family and friends to join you. Light
refreshments will be served in the side hall
following the prayer service.
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Religious Education:
There are no classes this weekend!
Have a Happy New Year

Next class;

Gr. K & 1 Sun.,January 39:0010:00AM, Main Hall
Gr. 2 & 3 Sun.,January 320109:00-10:00AM, School
Gr. 4 Sun.,January 39:00-10:00AM, Parish Office
Gr. 5, 6,7, 8 Wed. January 6 6:00-7:15PM School
Confirmation 1 i SundayJanuary 310:15AM-1:00PM,
All students are to arrive at St. Joseph Church for the
10:15AM Mass; class will follow immediately after in
the Main Hall.

Confirmation 2 i SundayJanuary 10, 201A.0:15AM-
1:00PM, All students are to arrive at St. Joseph Church
for the 10:15AM Mass; class will follow immediately
after in the Main Hall.

Parents of Pre-Schoolers
Check out theé'Church Bags" in the basket at th
back of the church for your child's use during Mg
Please return the contents (except used cold
sheets) to the bag at the end of Masg return
bags tahe basket.
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Adult Faith Formation

RCIA

On November 29, the Feast of Christ the King, at the
6:00 PM Mass, Holy Family Parish officially welcomed
into our RCIA process the following: Catechumens:
Jenny Steigler, Patrick Moran, David Paquette, and
Madeleine Howard and the following Candidates: Billy
Balfour and Joe Eaton.

They were introduced to the community by their
sponsors and stated their readiness and their intention
to enter into the process of preparation for the
Sacraments of Initiation. In this stage of RCIA they will
be breaking open the Word, reflect on the scriptures,
and continue with their faith formation and preparation
for the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist.

Please keep them all in your prayers as they open
themselves to the process of growing in faith, being
formed by the Holy Spirit, and listening to God in their
hearts.

Marriage Retreats
Rediscover a Loving Marriage with a Routrouville
weekend. January 15-17, 2010 and April 16-18, 2010.
For more information call 1-800470-2230 or Vvisit

www.HelpOurMarriage.com .
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Cursillo C A crash course in
Christianity

Cursillos in Christianity is a

¢ movement that, through a
method of its own tries to, and
through God's grace manages to; enable the
essential realities of the Christian to come to life in
the uniqueness, originality, and creativity of each
person. In becoming aware of their potential and
while accepting their limitations they exercise their
freedom by their conviction, strengthen their will
with their decision, to propitiate friendship in
virtue of their constancy in both their personal and
community life.

The Cursillo Movement consists of proclaiming the
best news of the best reality: that God, in Christ,
loves us. Communicated by the best means, which
is friendship towards the best of each one, which is
his being person and his capacity of Conviction,
Decision, and constancy.

And what needs to be emphasized today, now, and
immediately in order to be on the cutting edge of
today's debate is to facilitate and make possible
for every person to encounter oneself always and
absolutely essential in order to be able to
encounter God and others.

Have you ever considered a Cursillo? There are
many People in your parish who have attended
Cursillo and are ready to sponsor you. The St.
Basil’s Salvatorian Center on East Street in
Methuen is home to the local Cursillo movement.
They hold Cursillo weekends throughout the year
from October through May. Do you want more
information or do you want to talk to someone
who has attended. Come see what all the
blessings are about. Contact
ellepiphany@gmail.com or call 978 346 4050.

Cursillistas - Palanca Party for the women's
weekend is January 3 Sunday at 6 PM in the
Parish Office The next Ultreya Mass is January 8,
Friday at 7 pm. in the Lower Church. The next
women’s weekend is January 7" through the 10™.
The next men’s weekend is January 28" through
the 31°.
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