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Dear Father Conrad,                                                                                             
Isn’t annulment a fancy name for Catholic divorce?  
…A Puzzled Parishioner 
 
Dear Puzzled,        
  In a word, “No!”  Divorce is a matter of civil 
law that claims a person who was once married, now 
isn’t.  Annulment    (more    precisely,    “a   
declaration   of nullity”),   a   matter  of  Church  law,  
declares  there never   truly   was   a   marriage   in   
the   first   place,   because  something  necessary  for 
a   valid  marriage   was  missing  from  day one. 
 Marriage between two baptized Christians is 
considered a sacrament.  It is a “covenant,” meaning 
that both bride and groom lovingly give of themselves 
to the other as gift, and each of them in turn lovingly 
receives the other as gift.  But there is something 
unique about their covenant, and that is that Jesus is 
the third party in their new relationship.  Jesus will 
never renege in His role in the covenant, so neither 
may they.  St. Matthew quotes Jesus:  “They are no 
longer two but one flesh.  Therefore what God has 
joined together, let no one separate.” (19.6)   
 This is why we say that the Sacrament of 
Matrimony is indissoluble.  Catholic annulment 
cannot dissolve a valid marriage.  Annulment simply 
says that a true, sacramental marriage was never 
even created—it was never valid, because one of the 
necessary requirements wasn’t met. 
 For a marriage to be valid, (a) there must be 
mutual love; (b) both parties must be able to consent 
to the marriage freely and without conditions; (c) they 
must both give their consent to be faithful, to  firmly 
intend a lifelong marriage, and to accept God’s gift of 
children; (d) there cannot be any of the following 
impediments:  coercion, being too young, already in a 
valid marriage, blood or in-law relative, Sacrament of 
Holy Orders, being under permanent vows, and some 
others as well.  …If all of the conditions under (a), (b), 
and (c) are met, and no impediments are present, the 
marriage is valid.  If not, it’s invalid. 
 Catholic annulment/declaration of nullity 
means that a couple was never married in the 
sacramental sense.  The presumption is always that 
the marriage is valid, until it is proven otherwise.  And 
Canon Law (#1137) states clearly that children of a 
marriage that’s determined to be invalid by Catholic 
annulment are still legitimate. 
 
Peace and Blessings,                                                               
Father Conrad 
      

 
Mass Schedule 

 
Please remember in prayer those who are deceased, 
especially Cynthia L. Choteau and Janet F. Drew. 
 
Please remember in prayer those who are ill or 
recovering; especially Agnes David, Lillian Sanborn, 
and Fr. Paul Marot, OFM Conv. 

Parish Breakfast  Buffet  

This Sunday !  

January 17, 2010  

8:45 AM - Noon -  Parish Hall  

Bacon, Sausage, Eggs, Waffles,  

Fruit and Juice, Coffe e, P astries  

$8 -  Adults  

$5 -  Children 5 - 12  

Free -  Children und er 5 years  

Bring the grandchildren  ~  

Bring  your whole family . ~  

Donôt miss this delicious breakfast!  

 

COMING ATTRACTIONS!!       
Parish Patriotic Review to be held Armed Forces 
weekend, May 2010 (weekend of May 15/16, 2010) 
 
Wanted: singers, dancers, stage crew, tech crew 
 
Watch the bulletin for Sign Up and Try Out dates to be 
held in February. Looking forward to seeing you all 
there!   
 

HFP Events Committee  

Sat. Jan. 16 4:00 PM Robert & Rachel 
Derbyshire 

Sun. Jan. 17 8:00 AM People of the Parish 

Sun. Jan. 17 10:15 AM Raymond & Rose 
Beached 

Mon. Jan. 18 9:00 AM Francis Colburn 

Tue. Jan.  19 9:00 AM Michael Rogers 

Wed. Jan. 20 9:00 AM Jane Kipper 

Thu. Jan. 21 9:00 AM Communion Service 

Fri. Jan. 22 9:00 AM Nicola & Roy Families 

Sat. Jan. 23 9:00 AM Dorothy Evans 

Sat. Jan. 23 4:00 PM Bill Axten 

Sun. Jan. 24 8:00 AM People of the Parish 

Sun. Jan. 24 10:15 AM Dean Martindale 

Families who request a Memorial Mass are welcomed to 
bring up the gifts. Please identify yourself to the ushers. 
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Christmas Flowers (additional) 

KLAUS/ ELSA SCHNELLER/Rita Kiel 

 

2010 Archdiocese of Boston 

 

Holy Hour for Life 
 

Please join us in the lower church on Thursday, 

January 21, 2010 at 7:00 P.M to PRAY for our 

legislators to recognize the inherent DIGNITY of 

ALL HUMAN LIFE from conception to natural 

death. 

 

Our Country has and continues to offend God in its 

policies and actions. We, the faithful, need to 

participate in this ñDay of Penanceò established by the 

Bishops of the United States to seek Godôs 

intervention to change the course of ñCulture of 

Deathò to the course of ñCulture of Lifeò. 

 

Jesus Himself said, 

ñWhatever you do to the least of my children you do 

unto meò!  

 

Come and join us as we Pray for the 

ñLeastò as viewed by Society but 

ñGREATò in the Eyes of GOD! 

 

The Holy Hour will be done with Exposition of the 

Holy Eucharist.  

Come and spend 1 hour in the presence of Jesus as we 

pray for His Intercession. 

 

Ultreya News: 
The Next Ultreya Mass will be January, 29, 2010 in the 

lower church. There will be Parlance parties in future 

bulletins. Email Ellie at ellepiphany@gmail.com for 

additional Carrillo information. 
 

Parlance Party- Sunday, January 24  
6 PM in Parish Office 

 

 
This Week at Holy Family 

 

Sacrament of the Sick 
Is there anyone sick among you? 

This question, found in the New Testament Letter 

of James, gives the response that the sick should 

call for priests of the Church who are to pray over 

and anoint the sick with oil in the name of the 

Lord. Never hesitate to call or parish to ask for 

prayers and the Sacrament of the Sick prior to 

surgery or when diagnosed with a serious illness. 

This Sacrament is not looked upon as the ñLast 

Ritesò, but as a powerful instrument in Godôs 

healing presence. Please avail yourself of this gift. 

Our Parish will offer Sacrament of the Sick 

during our Healing Mass at 7 PM on Tuesday, 

January 19, 2010 in the upper church, 

 

Offertory January 9/10   

Envelopes used 246 $6,805.00 

Lose money  $1,425.19 

Mailed/dropped off  $1,100.00 

Total Offertory   $9,330.19 

Sunday,  January 17 

8:45-12 Breakfast Buffet- Main Hall 

4:00 PM WINGS- Side Hall- Side Hall 

6:00 PM RCIA- Parish Office- CR 

Monday,  January 18 

7:00 PM SVdP Bimonthly Meeting- Conf. Rm. 

7:00 PM Charismatic Prayer Meeting- Chapel Sc 

7:00 PM Finance Meeting- Rel. Ed Office 

Tuesday, January 19 

7:00 PM Healing Mass- Upper Church 

7:00 PM 4
th

 Degree Knights of Columbus- Side H. 

Thursday,   January 21 

7:00 PM HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE-Lower Church 

7:00 PM Divorced Catholics- Office Upstairs 

7:00 PM Bereavement Group- Conference Rm 

Saturday,  January 23 

9:30 AM Confessions- Lower Church 

2:00 PM Schola Rehearsal- Side Hall 

Sunday,  January 24 

4:00 PM WINGS 

6:00 PM RCIA 

6:00 PM Palanca Party- Parish Office 

mailto:ellepiphany@gmail.com
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Religious Education: 

No classes this weekend ï Martin Luther King Day 

Next class; 

Gr. K & 1 Sun., January 24, 9:00-10:00AM, Main Hall  

Gr. 2 & 3 Sun., January 24, 2010 9:00-10:00AM, School  

Gr. 4 Sun., January 24, 9:00-10:00AM, Parish Office 

Gr. 5, 6, 7, 8 Wed., January 20, 6:00-7:15PM, School 

Confirmation 1 ïSunday, Feb. 21, 2010, 10:15AM-

1:00PM,   

All students are to arrive at St. Joseph Church for the 

10:15AM Mass; class will follow immediately after in the 

Main Hall. 

Confirmation 2 ïSunday, Feb. 7, 10:15AM-1:00PM,   

All students are to arrive at St. Joseph Church for the 

10:15AM Mass; class will follow immediately after in the 

Main Hall.  

Stations of the Cross  

 We are looking for youth in 

grades 8-12 who would like to 

participate in a pray er ful 

presentation of The Wa y of 

the Cross . This presentation  

will be held on Good Friday, April 2, 2010  at 

3:00 PM.   
Practices will be as in St. Joseph Upper Church   

Thursday, February 25, 2010    7:00 -8:30pm       

Thursday, March 4, 2010   7:00 -8:30pm 

Thursday, March 11, 2010   7:00 -8:30pm 

Thursday, March 18, 2010          7:00 -8:30pm        

Sunday, March 28, 2010   11:30am-1:00pm
                                      (dress rehearsal)        
                                                                                                  

Please note it is important for you to attend 

all practices .  

Anyone who would like to participate or has any 

questions should call  Sue or Kathy  at 978 -388 -

3477 or email religioused@hfa mesbury.com, 

please leave your name, phone number, and 

email address . 
WINGS Schedule- Side Hall- Join Us! 

Women in God’s Spirit 

 
 

7TH AND 8TH GRADE HAPPENING ï 
SNOWCAMPS 2010:  

Parents, are you looking for a high-energy, fun-
filled, spiritual-growth experience for your 
7th/8th grader? If so, this is it!!! SNOWCAMPS 
2010 will be held on the weekends of February 
26-28 and March 5-7 at Camp Brookwoods in 
Alton, NH.  Teenagers from throughout the 
diocese will be participating in what could very 
well be the best week-end of their lives!  There 
are over 30 high school students and adults 
from Holy Family Parish volunteering their time 
to staff this unforgettable retreat.  Sign up now 
because space for SNOWCAMPS is limited and 
will sell out.  For an application and more details 
call Andy and Jeanine Murray at 978-388-7908 
or email at murray.family4@verizon.net. 

 

Reading the Bible in One Year 

Jan. 17 4:00 
PM 

Mary 
Frasier 

Paradise Lost 

Jan. 24 4:00 
PM 

Madeline 
Smith 

The House of David 

Jan. 31 4:00 
PM 

Esta Bernier Isaiah’s Oracles of 
Hope 

Feb. 7 4:00 
PM 

Jeanine 
Fowler 

You Shall Call His 
Name Jesus 

Feb. 14 4:00 
PM 

Patti Tivnan Herald of the 
Messiah 

Third Week of 2010: 

January 17 (Sun) 
Genesis 35.1-36.43 
Matthew 12.1-21 
Psalm 15.1-5 
Proverbs 3.21-26 
Tobit 5.4-9 
 

 January 21 (Thu) 
Genesis 42.18-43.34 
Matthew 13.47-14.12 
Psalm 18.16-36 
Proverbs 4.7-10 
Tobit 6.1b-9 
 

January 18 (Mon) 
Genesis 37.1-38.30,  
Matthew 12.22-45,  
Psalm 16.1-11,  
Proverbs 3.27-32,  
Tobit 5.10 
 

 January 22 (Fri) 
Genesis 44.1-45.28 
Matthew 14.13-36 
Psalm 18.37-50 
Proverbs 4.11-13 
Tobit 6.10-15 
 

January 19 (Tue)  
Genesis 39.1-41.16  
Matthew 12.46-
13.23,  
Psalm 17.1-15,  
Proverbs 3.33-35,  
Tobit 5.11-17a 
 

 January 23 (Sat) 
Genesis 46.1-47.31 
Matthew 15.1-28 
Psalm 19.1-14 
Proverbs 4.14-19 
Tobit 6.16-18 
 

January 20 (Wed) 
Genesis 41.17-42.17 
Matthew 13.24-46 
Psalm 18.1-15 
Proverbs 4.1-6 
Tobit 5.17b-6.1a 
 

 January 24 (Sun) 
Genesis 48.1-49.33 
Matthew 15.29-16.12 
Psalm 20.1-9 
Proverbs 4.20-27 
Tobit 7.1-9a 
 

mailto:religioused@hfamesbury.com
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