
Holy Family Parish                                         Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time                         January 31, 2010 
 
Dear Father Conrad,                                                            
I am divorced and I miss being able to attend Mass 
and receive Holy Communion.  Is there any hope for 
me?  …An Agonizing Former Parishioner                                                          
 
Dear Agonizing,   
                                                        
You referred to yourself as a “former” parishioner.  Is 
this because you are divorced?  If so, please come 
back to the Parish!  You are a very important part of 
the Mystical Body of Christ, that is, our Church!  You 
are absolutely welcome in Holy Family Parish—your 
Parish!  I personally extend my hand to you! 
 
Holy Mother Church is extremely sensitive to the 
sorrow of her members.  Our Holy Father Benedict 
XVI expressed this clearly in a recent address to 
divorced and remarried Catholics:  “Let these men 
and women know that the Church loves them, that 
she is not far from them and suffers because of their 
situation.  The divorced and remarried are and 
remain her members, because they have received 
Baptism and retain their Christian Faith.” 
 
Whether or not you have remarried, please resume 
attending Sunday Mass.  If you have not remarried (or 
if you have remarried after having first obtained an 
annulment, or if your former spouse has died), please 
begin receiving the Sacraments of Confession and 
Holy Communion once again. 
 
DIVORCE DOES NOT MEAN EXCOMMUNICATION, 
despite a widespread misunderstanding to the 
contrary.  A divorced person is not required to seek an 
annulment, unless he/she plans to attempt marriage 
again.  So a Catholic who is simply divorced is able to 
lead a normal sacramental life. 
 
Living in an invalid and non-sacramental union, 
however, prevents both parties from receiving the 
sacraments—unless they are living chastely--until the 
irregularity can be corrected.  But read again our Holy 
Father’s words…..and mine above. 
 
So, dear Parishioner, I hope this explanation not only 
puts your mind at ease, but also gives you the courage 
to reconnect with your Parish Family here.  God bless 
you! 
 
Peace and Blessings,                                                  
 
Father Conrad 
 
     

 
Mass Schedule 

Please remember in prayer those who are deceased, 
especially Louis Bolduc, Denys O. Gonthier, John A. 

Bishop, Jr. (Fr. Marc’s father) and James F. Silk (brother of 
Fr. John D. Silk)and Alfred “Freddie” Laudani. 

Please remember in prayer those who are ill or 
recovering; especially Agnes David, Lillian Sanborn, and 

Fr. Paul Marut, OFM Conv. 
 
Please remember in prayer those who serve  our country, 
especially Michael Bashaw -NAVY  and Mark Bashaw -
AIR FORCE.   

 

Two Opportunities 
There will be Exposition and Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament at 6:30 PM Tuesday 
evenings along with the Rosary. There is also 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament on the 
First Saturday of the month from 9:30-12 
Noon in the lower church. Come pray for the 

many intentions of friends, family, Haiti and those struggling. 

 

The Souper Bowl of Caring- Feb. 6/7 
No, we’re not talking about the Football Super Bowl XLIV. 
In our Souper Bowl, no one is blitzed or sacked. Everyone 
comes out a winner! The Souper Bowl of Caring is a 
partnership of people throughout the United States 
responding to God’s gracious love by loving their 
neighbors. The 4

th
 Grade Religious Ed. Children will be at all 

Masses on Feb. 6/7. They ask you to help make a difference 
in the world by donating money and 
canned goods as you leave Mass on 
Souper Bowl Weekend. Over the 
past year, this event has raised over 
$10,000 for hunger relief in the 
Amesbury area through your 

assistance. 

 

Sat. Jan. 30 4:00 PM Marguerite Bernier 

Sun. Jan. 31 8:00 AM People of the Parish 

Sun. Jan. 31 10:15 AM Rev. Thomas J. Buckley 

Mon. Feb. 1 9:00 AM James A. Connors 

Tue. Feb. 2 9:00 AM Mary Guilmette 

Wed. Feb. 3 9:00 AM Cynthia Croteau 

Thu. Feb. 4 9:00 AM Communion Service 

Fri. Feb. 5 9:00 AM Nichol & Roy Families 

Sat. Feb. 6 9:00 AM Raymond Ebacher 

Sat. Feb. 6 4:00 PM John Stuart 

Sun. Feb. 7 8:00 AM People of the Parish 

Sun. Feb. 7 10:15 AM Marie DesCoteaux-     
       Family Mass 

Families who request a Memorial Mass are welcomed to 
bring up the gifts. Please identify yourself to the ushers. 
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BINGO NIGHT 
Saint Anne’s Sodality Members and Friends  

are invited to BINGO NIGHT at  
the Senior Center on Monday,  
February 8, 2010 at 6:30 PM. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Join us and bring a friend(s). 

 

Cardinal Sean’s Visit Postponed 
For anybody who missed this 
announcement at Mass last weekend, 
Pope Benedict has asked Cardinal Sean 
to be in the Vatican at the same time in 
February he had planned to celebrate 

Mass with us and bless our renovated Parish Center.  
Cardinal Sean now plans to be with us on Saturday, 
June 26, 2010 to celebrate the 4 o’clock Mass, bless 
the building, and enjoy a collation-reception with our 
Parish Family.   Circle your calendar for this special 
Parish event.   

 

“STRIKE UP THE BAND” 
A Patriotic Review 

May 14th-15th Armed Forces Weekend 

 
Wanted: singers, dancers, stage crew, tech crew 

 
Sign-up, tryouts and rehearsal 
Sunday Feb. 7, 2010   2-5pm 

Holy Family Parish Hall Amesbury MA 
Come join the Fun!   

Looking forward to seeing you all there! 
 

HFP Events Committee 
Call  “Kliggie” for questions: (978) 388-5809 

 

This Week at Holy Family 

 

Pregnancy Care Center 

Bi-Lingual Volunteers Needed! 

The Pregnancy Care Center will be opening a satellite center 

in Lawrence in early April.  We have an immediate need for 

bi-lingual (Spanish/English) volunteers to serve as peer 

counselors, receptionists and general help.  Please pray for 

us and spread the word in your circle of influence.  For more 

information please contact Carol at 978 373 5700.  God 

Bless you! 

 
WINGS Schedule: 

Jan. 31  4:00 PM  Esta Bernier  Isaiah’s Oracles 
of Hope  

Feb. 7  4:00 PM  Jeanine Fowler  You Shall Call His 
Name Jesus  

Feb. 14  4:00 PM  Patti Tivnan  Herald of the 
Messiah  

 

 

PARISH RESPONSE TO AID FOR HAITI EARTHQUAKE 
May God bless you for your wonderful response to 
the needs of the suffering victims in Haiti! Your 
generosity has enabled Holy Family Parish to 
contribute more than $5,000 to the relief efforts 
there.                                                                     
                 Father Conrad    
 

 

Offertory January 23/24, 2010  

Envelopes used 203 $5,001.00 

Loose money  $1,952.51 

Mailed/dropped off  $512.00 

Total Offertory   $7,465.51 

Jan. Electronic Donations  $2,953.00 

Haiti Collection Week #2  $480.00 

Sunday,  January 31 

4:00 PM WINGS- Side Hall 

6:30 PM RCIA- Parish Office 

Monday,  February 1 

7:00  Bimonthly Meeting SVdP- Conf. Room 

7:00 PM Charismatic Prayer Meeting- Chapel Sc 

Tuesday, February 2 

6:00 PM Children’s Choir Rehearsal- Upper Church 

7:00 PM Liturgy Committee Meeting- Side Hall 

Saturday,  February 6 

9:30 AM Confessions- Lower Church 

2:00 PM Schola Rehearsal- Side Hall 

Sunday,  February 7 

9:00 AM Grade 4 Souper Bowl Sunday Event- Gym  

4:00 PM WINGS- Side Hall 

6:30 PM RCIA- Parish Office 
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Religious Education 
 

Gr. K & 1 Sun., January 31, 9:00-10:00AM, Main Hall  

Gr. 2 & 3 Sun., January 31, 2010 9:00-10:00AM, School  

Gr. 4 Sun., January 31, 9:00-10:00AM, Parish Office 

 

Next class; 

Gr. K & 1 Sun., January Feb. 7, 9:00-10:00AM, Main Hall  

Gr. 2 & 3 Sun., Feb. 7, 2010 9:00-10:00AM, School  

Gr. 4 Sun., Feb. 7, 9:00AM, Souper Bowl Sunday Family 

Event in the school gym 

Gr. 5, 6, 7, 8 Wed., Feb. 3, 6:00-7:15PM, School 

Confirmation 1 ïSunday, Feb. 21, 2010, 10:15AM-

1:00PM,  All students are to arrive at St. Joseph Church for 

the 10:15AM Mass; class will follow immediately after in 

the Main Hall. 

Confirmation 2 ïSunday, Feb. 7, 10:15AM-1:00PM,   

All students are to arrive at St. Joseph Church for the 

10:15AM Mass; class will follow immediately after in the 

Main Hall.  

Youth Ministry 

Stations of the Cross  

We are looking for youth in grades 8 -12 who 

would like to participate in a pray er ful 

presentation of The Way of the Cross  on               

   Good Friday, April 2 at 3:00 PM.    

Practices will be as follows ;  

Thursday, February 25, 2010    7:00 -8:30pm          

Thursday, March 4, 2010       7:00 -8:30pm          

Thursday, March 11, 2010       7:00 -8:30pm  

Thursday, March 18, 2010       7:00 -8:30pm  

Sunday, March 28, 2010      11:30am-1:00pm           

                                                    (dress rehearsal)       

Please note it is important for you to attend all practices  in 

the upper church .  

Anyone who would like to participate or has any quest ion should 

email religioused@hfamesbury.com  or call Sue or Kathy at 978 -

388 -3477.  Please leave your name, phone number, and email 

address.   
 

Coffee House Talent Show  
March 13, 2010  6-9 PM 

All Ages are welcome to join us for a fun & relaxing evening 
to help benefit youth ministry. We are looking for all 
musicians, artists, poets, and anyone with a special talent 
to share, to perform, or display art at the coffeehouse. Acts 
must be no more than ten minutes and be appropriate for 
a church setting. All performers must register by March 1, 
2010, by filling-out an application and returning it to 
Coffeehouse, c/o HFYM, 6 Allen’s Court, Amesbury, MA 
01913. If you have any questions, please call Sue or Kathy 
at 978-388-3477 or email religioused@hfamesbury.com  

Limited spaces first come, first served. 
Applications are available at the parish office, entrance of 

the church or download from our website. 

 

 

Snowcamps ! 

7
TH

 AND 8
TH

 GRADE HAPPENING – SNOWCAMPS 2010: 
Parents, are you looking for a high-energy, fun-filled, 
spiritual-growth experience for your 7

th
/8

th
 grader? If so, 

this is it!!! SNOWCAMPS 2010 will be held on the weekends 
of February 26-28 and March 5-7 at Camp Brookwoods in 
Alton, NH.  Teenagers from throughout the diocese will be 
participating in what could very well be the best week-end 
of their lives!  There are over 30 high school students and 
adults from Holy Family Parish volunteering their time to 
staff this unforgettable retreat.  Sign up now because space 
for SNOWCAMPS is limited and will sell out.  For an 
application and more details call Andy and Jeanine Murray 
at 978-388-7908 or email at murray.family4@verizon.net. 

ARISE:  

 

 

Website for Archdiocese: 
www.BostonCatholic.org 

Feb. 6/7 Prayer Commitment Weekend 

Feb. 14-20 ARISE Season Four Begins 

Fifth Week of 2010: 

January 31 (Sun) 
Exodus 12.14-13.16 
Matthew 20.9-21.22 
Psalm 125.16-22 
Proverbs 6.12-15 
Tobit 10.11-13 
 

 February 4 (Thu) 
Exodus 19.16-21.21 
Matthew 23.13-39 
Psalm 28.1-9 
Proverbs 7.1-5 
Tobit 12.1-10 
 

February 1 (Mon) 
Exodus 13.17-15.18  
Matthew 21.23-46  
Psalm 26.1-12  
Proverbs 6.16-19 
Tobit 11.1-6 
 

 February 5 (Fri) 
Exodus 21.22-23.13 
Matthew 24.1-28 
Psalm 29.1-11 
Proverbs 7.6-23 
Tobit 12.11-22 
 

February 2 (Tue) 
Exodus 15.19-17.7 
Matthew 22.1-33 
Psalm 27.1-6 
Proverbs 6.20-26 
Tobit 11.7-15 
 

 February 6 (Sat) 
Exodus 23.14-25.40 
Matthew 24.29-51 
Psalm 30.1-12 
Proverbs 7.24-27 
Tobit 13.1-11 
 

February 3 (Wed) 
Exodus 17.8-19.15 
Matthew 22.34-23.12 
Psalm 27.7-14 
Proverbs 6.27-35 
Tobit 11.16-18 

 February 7 (Sun) 
Exodus 26.1-27.21 
Matthew 25.1-30 
Psalm 31.1-8 
Proverbs 8.1-11 
Tobit 13.12-14.1 
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